THEORY OF THE RHYTHMOGLYPHS

by Peter Giger

DIRECT ACCESS TO STUDY MUSICAL RHYTHM.
ADDITIVE WAY OF STRUCTURING AND UNDERSTANDING TIME.
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1. TERMS AND DEFINITIONS:

Binary: tempo divided by 2 and its multiples - Ternary: tempo divided by 3 and its multiples -
Subdivisions (SD): divide the tempo:
SD1 quarter notes (tempo) - SD2 eights notes - SD3 triplet notes - SD4 sixteenth notes - SD6 sextuplets

Subdivisions are the partitions of an even tempo and, like a scale or lattice, form the basis of the Rhythmoglyphs.
Many people can clap along the beat (SD1), but only few manage to clap exactly in between (SD2), preamplifier
for SD 4. Then comes the mystical, less angular triplet (SD3).......

BINARY SUBDIVISIONS:
Are applied with even numbered blocs of units (6, 8, 10, 12 etc.)

TERNARY SUBDIVISIONS:
Are applied with blocs of units divisible by 3 (6, 9, 12, 15 etc.)

Notenvergleich



2. THE FIRST THREE GLYPHS :
I X A
2 3

1

I Essential: each glyph finishes with an additional silent unit !
| =2units X =3units /=4 units

Before reading the blocs:

To start with, you must determine a regular tempo (SD 1) as well as a corresponding subdivision.

The easiest SD’s are 2 + 4.

Choose an easy tempo, mind the regularity of the tempo and use movements of the feet, of body and head.
Possibly without the help of a m etronome.

Then feel, speak or tap almost unhearable the subdivision you want (SD 2, 3 or 4) to your constant beat.-
After this, decode, play, drum, clap or speak the chosen blocs repeatedly.

Repeat the following 12unit-blocs:
take SD2,4,3 or 6

IXXA [XAX TAXX XIXA AXIX

[T XX XX XX XX

A THAT  HAT AT AL

HAA TAAL  TAIA  AIAT  AlIA  AAII

Mirrored blocs:

10units= | XXI 12units= [ XIX] + [AA]

14units= AXXA 1eunits=  [XXXXI|  18units= [IXAAXI
20units= XIAAIX + IAAAAI + AXXXXA

24 units= XAXIIXAX  32units= [ XIXAAXIX]

Odd movements:

24units =3 x 7+ 3 takeSD2,4,30r6

XIEXHX X+ XXX X
XAXAXAX +  IXIHXIXIX

32units=4x7+4/3x9+5 takeSD2,or4

XIXITXTXA  + XHXTXTXITA
HIXTHEXHEXT + 0 XAITXAIXAIX



3. ADDING GLYPHS 4 AND 5 :
O

4 5

I Essential: each glyph finishes with an additional silent unit !

=5 units () =6 units

Repeat the following blocs four times, and then as a sequence:
take SD2,4,3 or 6

122units= O + O + IXO + IAO + XXO + XA

take SD2,0r 4

gunits=  XO + OX + 10 + Ol
16units=  IIXOO + |IXXOX + XXAO + XXOO

IXIAO + 1A0O0 + XAAO + AOO + OO

Up and down “STANDARD 32 UNIT PHRASE” in it’s 8 Figures:

AOOOAXIX OOAXIX
OOAXIXA AXIXA
AXIXAOO XIXAOO

IXAOOOAX XAOOUOAXI

A

O
A




4. ESSENTIAL ADDITIONAL SIGNS : (Muffled glyphs, Stroke and Dots)

Muffled glyphs: | XALTO are acoustically left out glyphs:
IAT+ ITAL or I XX + XX]
Stroke: - is an additional one-unit pause:

Universal rhythm (8) = | =1-1
Riff (7) = [IT=111-

Dots: .-« areused in rearranging blocs:

[IX = XX or OX = AXX or A = 1]

Muffled glyphs:
repeat each bloc 4 times and think the silent Glyphs, as quiet as possible.

12units= [ XXA + [ XXA + IXXA + [IXXA
16units= | XIXIA + [XIXIA + |IXIXIA
24 units = XAAXAAlI + XAAXAA

g;';:llsziises an additional silent unit between or before Glyphs. (repeat the blocs!)

t6units=  |=[IX-1>X + [I-11-XX + -XI-1Al
AXOX + X-I-IXA + -Al-I10OX

Dot:

enables an additional reversion within a bloc:
12 units / SD2 = [ ICIX from the last beat of [] = | X|]e=°
16 units / SD2 = | XOO from the third beat of L] = X O Xe-

Examples

12units/sp2= [IOX =3/4 | XXA + | XX



5. STUDIES

Subdivisions 3, 4 and 5

SD 3

2/4 - 6 units XXX =X - Al 1A Xl
3/4 - 9 units IXA IO OX -XO Xl -lAl
4/4-20units | XXAXIX [IXAIXX  -1AXIXO

SD 4

2/4 - 8 units XX XX =Xl [IXe Al=+ [A--
3/4-12units XX [IOX  XOX OAX -XOX
a/a-16units  [IXIIX  OOO [-1-A-A-  -1AIOI-
SD5

2/4-10units XX XX (X =X = XIXe

3/4-15units [ XIIXX [IXAX -IAXIX [XOX]
4/a-20units | XXAXIX HXAIXX  -1AXIXDO

With muffled glyphs:
10 units SD2=5/4 - SD5=2/4
XX ===+ [-AX  XIIX  XXA

AAL OO 0O-I-1TA- =-XIA AO

15 units SD2=15/8 - SD5=3/4 - SD3=5/4!
11>XX0  1I0OXO  =X[=X[-X- XXXXX
OXO 0OAO XlIlAA OXAX

20 units SD2=5/4 - SD5=4/41
IXXIOA-  [-X=-X=-XA |-AXI=-I-1I  XAXAXX
HHTATIA  AlIAIAIA OIOA O-1O-11



5. STUDIES

Repeat the following 8unit-blocs:

take SD2,4 or 8

HA + Al + All = [IA + Al + All

IXX + XIX + XXI = [XX + XIX + XXI|
16 unit-blocs:

I XIXIX XA = XX-AXI=- =11XIII

32 unit-blocs:

IXXAINXXAIA = [IXXAIXXAIA



6. EXERCISES

Bar-Control and Ear-Training:

The following exercises can give you more safety, stability and survey in the processof upcoming uneven beats.
Without having to count you may achieve the capability to hear and feel uneven bar lengths.!

SD3 - 1bar - 12 units

AAAN + [AA + XAA + =AAe-

SD6 - 2bars - 12 units

OO + Q¢ + XOes + AO-- + AO-- + OO
SD3 - 1bar - 15 units

Oooa + gd--- + Xgoge-s + AQOe-

SD4 - 1bar - 16 units

IXIXIXs + XIXIXTe + AIXIXE + XX

SD3 - 2bars - 18 units

ANANAlI + IAAAN + XAAAX

SD5 - 2bars - 20 units

AANAAAN + TAAAA- + XAAAA:

4/4 - 32 units: SD2 -4bars  SD4 - 2bars

OOOOOI spiits AOOOOA + XOOOOU
LOOOCOOA spiits XAOOOO-- + OOUOOA
HXTEXTEXTTEX A XAOAAOAX AOADOADOO
3/4-24 units: SD2-4bars  SD3-3bars SD4-2bars  SD6 - 1bar

I XEXTIXIXA + XXX X e

ooooa + 1igodd-- + Xodoo-



6. EXERCISES
Mirrored Blocs:

10= | XX]

12= [AA]

14= 0001 + AXXA

16= | XXXX| + OOl + OXXO

18= I XAAXI + XOOX + OAAO

20= OIlINO + XOOX + OAAO + IAAAAlI + AXXXXA
22= X|OOIX + OOOO + OOl + OXXXXOd

24= I XIO0OIX! + XAOOAX + AIOOIA + OXXXXO
26= IXAAAAXI|I + XAIAAIAX + I XITAAIIX]

28= I XAOOAXI + XXAAAAXX + AlIIOOIIA

30= AOOOOA + XAOOAX + AIOOIA + OXXXXO
32= IXIIXAAXIIX] + XAOAAOAX + AOIOOIOA

Accents in decimes (tenths):

10 units: SD2=5/4  SD5=2/4 (repeat each bloc)

XX+ [IXe + [HA + XX + XXII + [I-]-]

|=1I1= "+ [I=-1X + =Xl + =Xl + =Xl + X-II-
X=-1-1- + [AA + AIA + AAl + IXO + OX + XOI
XXA + XAX + AXX + AO + OA + [IO + |0l + Ol

Shifting a 20 units bloc

X=-XX-XI-1- + X=-X[|-]-X-X + =-X][|-[-X-XX
|=]=-X=-XX-X + [ X=-X[-|-X=-+ + X|-|-X-[-X-
X-1=-X=-Xl-1-



6. EXERCISES

Odd movements within usual bar-measures:

24 units are equal to the following bar-measures:
3/4= 3x8 4/4= 4x6
BINARY + TERNARY SD3/4/6 - 24 units

2/4=2x12

7 =

10

11=

13 =

14 =

BINARY

7 =

10

11

13

14 =

15 =

XIEXTEXTEX +
XAXAXAX  +

AOAOAI +
XAIXAIO +
[IXXTTEXX +
IAATAAA +
[IXATXAL -

XAAXAAI +
IHATXITAX +
| XXXXIXX]  +

SD4 - 32 units - 4/4
XIXTXTTEX A
IHXAXAXAXA
ADOADOAOO
XAIXAIXAIX
IXAXXXAOIX
HTIXXTHTXXTEXX
IAATAAIATA
[HXAITXATTXX
XAAXAAXAX
IHAIXITAXITO

| XXX XKIXXXXA
| XXX XXX

-

-

EXTEXTTXEX
Lo

| XTHXTTX
XOXOO
XXX XITA
XAXXAXA
| XX XIXXXI
XXOXXO
XAOXAA

| XXXXAI

XXX HXTTA
DomgirA
XX
XOXOXono
XXXAOIXAO

| XTEXXTEXX
IXXAXXAXXA
| XX XTIXXXIXXI
AXXOXXOXX
OXAOXAXX

| XXX XATXXXX
AOOAOOI



6. EXERCISES

Intgrated blocs from 5 to 13 within 24 units :

SD3/4/6 - 24 units

9= XAXAXAX

AOADOAI
XAIXAIO
10= [IXXTTEXX
IAATAAA
11

X ATXAL
XAAXAAI
13 = HATXITAX
14 = | XXX XIXXI

HIEIIEIDN

| XTEXXTEXTX
XOXXOO
XXX XITA
XAXXAXA
| XX XIXXXI
XXOXXO
XAOXAA

| XXX XAIN

Intgrated blocs from 7 to 15 within 32 units :

SD3/4/6 - 24 units

7= XIXTXTTEX A
[IXAXAXAXA
9= ADOADOAOO

XAIXAIXAITX

| XAXXXAOIX
10= XXX XX
IAATAATATA
X ATXATTXX
XAAXAAXAX
HATXITAXITO
14 = | XAXKXXKIXKXXA
| XTXXTEX XX

11

13

15

-

XXX XA
DgigmrA
XX
XOXOXono
XXXAOIXAO

| XTXXTTEXX
IXXAXXAXXA
| XX XIXXXITXXI
AXXOXXOXX
OXAOXAXX

| XXX XKATHKXXX
AOOADOO()



6. EXERCISES

TWO GROUP STUDIES

For a group of four voices:

VERS 1 24 blocs 3/4-SD2 4/4-SD23

Voice 1 ||A||||A||
Voice 3 XAX'XAX|

For a group of six voices:

VERS 1 24 blocs 3/4-SD2 4/4-SD23

voice1 | IATIAL
Voice 3 AA|AA|
Voice 5 ‘”A‘”-A‘

Voice 2

Voice 4

Voice 2
Voice 4

Voice 6

AXI-1AO-]
O00O

HTATHTA
AANTAX]
|=1=1=-X=1-1



